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NGC Special Label for 1792-2017-P American Liberty Proof 
Silver Medal 

The 1792-2017-P American Liberty US Mint 225th Anniversary Silver 
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NGC at Summer FUN 

Drop off your NGC submissions at the Summer FUN Show in Orlando. 
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NGC Ancients: Prefects and Procurators of Judaea 

Coins of the Judaean prefects and procurators are relatively plentiful, 
making sets fairly easy to assemble. 
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Counterfeit Detection: Australia 1944 Florin Die Cap 

The sharply defined reverse reveals this florin die cap to be 
counterfeit. 
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USA Coin Album: A Memorial to the Memorial Cent-- 
Conclusion 

Certified grading kicks things into high gear. 

Read this article... 

Chinese Coins: On The Wild Side 

By Peter Anthony 

Many Chinese coins and medals celebrate the country's wildlife, 
including the 2000 Hoopoe bird coins. 

Read this article... 

NCS Conservation 

NCS coin conservation highlights. 

Read this article... 

From the NGC Archives: 1831 Capped Bust Half Dollar 

Along with the large copper cents, silver half dollars comprised the 
principal output of the Philadelphia Mint during the first four decades 
of the 19th century. 

Read this article... 
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NGC Licenses Official Red Book 
Logo for Labels; Ken Bressett to 
Autograph 

Posted on 6/12/2017 


NGC has obtained the Official Red Book logo for an upcoming label series 
featuring the signature of Ken Bressett. 

Numismatic Guaranty Corporation® (NGC®) has announced that it has licensed 
the name and cover design of yA Guide Book of United States Coins, commonly 
known as the “Red Book,” for special certification labels. A limited number of 
these labels will be individually hand-signed by Kenneth Bressett, the book’s 
editor. 
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Click images to enlarge. 


The Official Red Book is the world’s best-selling coin collecting guide with more 
than 24 million copies sold since it was first published in 1946. Published annually 


















by Whitman Publishing, LLC, the Official Red Book is considered to be an 
essential reference book for anyone with an interest in US coins. 

In 1962, Kenneth Bressett was appointed editor of the Official Red Book. He has 
since become one of the most famous numismatic researchers and writers of all 
time having published numerous books and articles in his more than 60 years of 
involvement in the hobby. He continues to serve as the Official Red Book’s editor 
to this day. 

Mr. Bressett has received numerous awards and honors in recognition of his 
significant contributions to the hobby. He was appointed to the US Assay 
Commission by President Lyndon Johnson and has received the American 
Numismatic Association’s (ANA) Medal of Merit, its Doctor of Numismatics degree 
and its Farran Zerbe Award, the organization’s highest honor. In 1996, he was 
inducted into the ANA Hall of Fame. 

The NGC Official Red Book certification labels autographed by Mr. Bressett are 
printed with an eye-catching metallic gold ink that mimics the gold foil on the 
iconic hardcover edition of the Official Red Book. The new labels have been 
subjected to accelerated testing to ensure their suitability for long-term 
preservation. 

Coins certified with NGC Official Red Book - Kenneth Bressett Signature Labels 
will be available from select retailers this Summer. For more information about 
NGC Signature Labels, visit NGCcoin.com/Labels 

To learn more about the Official Red Book, visit whitman.com 
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NGC Special Label for 1792- 
2017-P American Liberty Proof 
Silver Medal 


Posted on 5/23/2017 

The 1792-2017-P American Liberty US Mint 225th Anniversary Siiver Medal can 
be encapsulated with NGC's American Flag Liberty label at no additional charge. 

The US Mint has announced that the 1792-2017-P American Liberty US Mint 
225th Anniversary One Ounce Proof Silver Medal will go on sale June 14. The 
medal celebrates the 225th Anniversary of the US Mint, which was established by 
the Coinage Act of April 2, 1792. 

The obverse of this medal features the allegorical figure of Liberty that appeared 
on the gold $100 coin released by the US Mint in April. The reverse depicts an 
American bald eagle in flight. The medal will be struck at the Philadelphia Mint in 
Proof. A four-piece US Mint 225th Anniversary silver medal set will be released 
later this year. 





Click images to enlarge. 

NGC will celebrate the 1792-2017 US Mint 225th Anniversary American Liberty 
silver medals by encapsulating them with its stunning American Flag Liberty label 
for no additional fee. 

Coins received by NGC within the first 30 days of their release are eligible for 
NGC's popular Early Releases® and First Releases® designations. Learn more 
about Early Releases and First Releases here. For Early Releases / First 
Releases cutoff dates, click here. Scroll below to see detailed submission 
instructions. 

Submission Instructions: 

• Submit the US Mint 225th Anniversary coins under the Modern grading tier 
or higher. If Early Releases or First Releases is desired, select Eariy 
Releases or First Releases. If you do not want the Early Releases or First 
Releases designations, the American Flag Liberty label will still be included 
by default for no additional fee with the Modern grading tier fee. 

• To qualify for Early Releases or First Releases, coins must be received by 
NGC before the Early Releases/First Releases cutoff date. 

• The default label will be NGC’s American Flag Liberty Label #487 (shown 
below): 










If you prefer the US Mint 225th Anniversary label (shown below), write US 
Mint 225th Anniversary #768 on the submission form. There is no 
additional fee for this label. If no label is requested you will receive the 
American Flag Liberty label. 



US Mint 225*'’ Annivcrsarv 


\~^)2 201 ' 

2-NGC* 


• If you would like Mint packaging returned, select “Return Mint Packaging” in 
section 3 of the NGC Submission Form. 

• Please note that NGC’s First Day of Issue designation is available for 
qualifying bulk submissions only. 


Questions? Contact NGC Customer Service at service@NGCcoin.com or 1-800- 
NGC-COIN (1-800-642-2646). 


Dealers should contact Miles Standish at Miles@NGCcoin.com or 949-922-0515 
or Scott Heller at SHeller@NGCcoin.com for bulk submissions. 

Collectors Society paid members can submit their coins directly to NGC. Not an 
NGC Collectors Society member? Paid memberships start at just $39/year. Join 
today. 
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NGC Special Label and 
Designations for 2017 Chinese 
Gold Panda 35tli Anniversary 
Coins 


Posted on 6/7/2017 

NGC will offer a special label to commemorate the 35th anniversary of the 
Chinese Gold Panda. 

Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC) will offer a celebratory label and its most 
popular special designations for the three Chinese Gold Panda 35th Anniversary 
coins scheduled to be issued on June 15, 2017. 

Introduced in 1982, the Chinese Gold Panda has grown to become one of the 
world’s most popular gold bullion coins. One reason for the series' immense 
popularity is the fact that a new panda design is used each year (with one 
exception), and many of these designs are celebrated with the 35th Anniversary 
issues. 

The three Chinese Gold Panda 35th Anniversary coins are as follows: 

• A15 gram .999 fine silver 5 yuan panda with a maximum mintage of 
200,000 coins; 

• A 5 gram .999 fine gold 80 yuan panda with a maximum mintage of 50,000 
coins; and 

• A bimetallic 500 yuan panda with 30 grams of .999 fine gold and 12 grams 
of .999 fine silver. It has a maximum mintage of 6,000 coins. 

These coins will be encapsulated with a celebratory NGC label that features the 
design of the original 1982 Gold Pandas and the text: 35th ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE CHINESE GOLD PANDA. There is no additional fee for the special label. 
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Click images to enlarge. 
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2017 Bi-Met China 500Y 
NGC PF 70 Ultra Cameo 
Click images to enlarge. 


The Chinese Gold Panda 35th Anniversary coins will be eligible for NGC’s Early 
Releases and First Releases designations if received within 30 days of their 
release. For Early Release and First Releases cutoff dates, click here. 


NGC will also offer its special First Day of Issue designation for qualifying coins. 
Please see “First Day of Issue Submission Instructions” at the bottom of this 
article. 


Submission Instructions 


• To qualify for Early Releases or First Releases coins must be received at an 
NGC office before the Early Releases/First Releases cutoff date. 

• Select the Modern grading tier or higher and, if desired (and if the coins 
qualify), check either Early Releases or First Releases. 

• Please specify the desired label in bold letters on the NGC Submission 
Form. If no label is specified, the NGC 35th Anniversary of the Chinese Gold 
Panda label (shown below) will be used. 








ANNIVLRSARY OF THE 
CHINESE GOLD PANDA 
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• If your coin qualifies for the Early Releases designation and you would like 
the blue Early Releases label (shown below), request “Blue Early Releases 
Label #378” in bold letters on the NGC Submission Form. 


EARLY RELEASES® 


OJMGC® 


• If your coin qualifies for the First Releases designation and you would like 
the blue First Releases label (shown below), request “Blue First Releases 
Label #379” in bold letters on the NGC Submission Form. 


FIRST RELEASES 
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• For other special labels and submission instructions, click here. 


First Day of Issue Submission Instructions 

• There is an additional fee of $10 (USD) or 65 RMB per coin for the First Day 
of Issue designation. 

• There is a minimum submission requirement of 50 coins for this designation. 

• To qualify for the “First Day of Issue” designation coins must be received at 
an NGC office by 10:00 am on Friday, June 16, 2017. NGC will also accept 
coins in packages that are postmarked June 15, 2017, for “First Day of 
Issue” provided the packages arrive at an NGC office by Tuesday, June 20, 
2017. 

• Write “First Day of Issue” in bold letters on the NGC Submission Form. 




• The default label for the First Day of Issue designation will be the NGC 35th 
Anniversary of the Chinese Gold Panda label (shown below). 



35*« ANNIVLRSARY Of Tia > 
CHINESE GOLD PANDA 


• If you would like the NGC First Day of Issue label (shown below), write “First 
Day of Issue Label #480” in bold letters on the NGC Submission Form. 



FP.ST DAY OF ISSUE 


All submissions to NGC in China must be made to an Official Submission Center 
in China. For a list of Official Submission Centers in China, click here. 

Paid NGC Collector members and NGC Authorized Dealers may submit directly to 
NGC in Hong Kong and the United States. Not a member? Join today! 

Questions? Contact NGC Customer Service: 

China: +86 400 635 8226 or Service@NGCcoin.cn 

Hong Kong: +852 2115 3639 orAsia@NGCcoin.com 

United States (Headquarters): +1 941 360 3990 or Service@NGCcoin.com 
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Modern Chinese Varieties: 1990 
Proof Silver loY Panda 


Posted on 6/13/2017 

This is the 29th instaiiment of our monthiy coiumn devoted to modern Chinese 
varieties. 

Chinese Silver and Gold Panda coins are not only very popular but contain many 
collectible varieties. The Proof 1990 Silver Panda is one such coin that can be 
found with a small and large P mintmark located on the reverse of the coin. 

The coin pictured below is an example of the small P variety. The “P” signifying 
the coin is PROOF is enclosed in a circle. A close up appears on the right 

(Photos 1 & 2). 



Reverse side of the coin with small P variety (left) 
and close up image of small P variety (right) 
Click images to enlarge. 


The photos below show the other variety, the large P variety (Photos 3 & 4). 





Reverse side of the coin with large P variety (left) 
and close up image of large P variety (right) 
Click images to enlarge. 


Both examples share a common obverse featuring the date, 1990, and the 
Temple of Heaven (Photo 5). 



Obverse side of a 1990 Proof Silver 10Y Panda coin 
Click image to enlarge. 


Look for another interesting variety to be featured next month. 
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NGC Registry News: Silver 
Turtles, King George I and 
Goddess Guan Yin 


Posted by Collectors Society on 6/13/2017 

Check out the newest NGC Competitive Sets added this month. Start your own 
set today! 

As the month of June rolls in here in our Florida 
office, we are excited to offer 18 new NGC 
Competitive Sets for your collecting pleasure. This 
month our new options include additions in British 
India, Greece, China, and Aruba, among others. 

For our modern collectors, we have silver commemoratives from Aruba and 
various new gold Yuan denomination sets from China. The China sets focus on 
commemorating the beloved Guan Yin, Goddess of compassion, mercy and 
kindness. She is also said to be the protector of seamen. Please use the links to 
some of our new sets below to start your own new NGC Registry Set. 




Aruba: Silver 25 Florin, 1986-Date, Proof 
Photo credit: en.numista.com 








We appreciate your requests for new sets and look forward to offering new 
collecting options to you, our valued customers. Please keep those requests 
coming. Here is what’s new this month: 

New Category: 

• Aruba 

• Kazakhstan 

New Sets: 

• Aruba: Silver 25 Florin, 1986-Date, Proof 

• China-Commemorative: Guanyin Set, G5Y, 1993-Date, Mint State and Proof 

• China-Commemorative: Guanyin Set, G10Y, 1993-Date, Mint State and 
Proof 

• China-Commemorative: Guanyin Set, G25Y, 1993-Date, Proof 

• China-Commemorative: Guanyin Set, G50Y, 1993-Date, Proof 

• China - Lunar: Silver 1 Ounce 10Y, Scalloped, Series II, 2017-2028, Proof 

• China - Lunar: Lunar Medals, 20g, Silver, 2017-2028, Proof 

• China - Lunar: Lunar Medals, Brass, 2017-2028, Mint State 

• Greece: King George I, Gold Issues, 1876-1884, Circulation Issue 

• India - British Colony: 1/2 Anna, Victoria, 1862-1893, Proof Restrikes 

• India-British Colony: Anna, 1906-1947, Complete Proof 

• India-British Colony: Anna, 1907-1946, Proof, Restrikes 

• India-British Colony: 1/2 Rupee, George VI, 1938-1947, Proof 

• India-Princely States: MewarType Set, Fatteh Singh, VS1941-1986/1884- 
1929AD, Circulation Issue 

• Kazakhstan: Silver 100 Tenge, 1995-Date, Proof 

• Kazakhstan: Silver 500 Tenge, 2000-Date, Proof 

• Kazakhstan: Gold 100 Tenge, 2004-Date, Proof 

• Kazakhstan: Gold 500 Tenge, 2000-Date, Proof 

Do you have an NGC-certified coin in your hand and you’re not sure where it may 
fit in the NGC Registry? We are here to help with requests and with any other 
questions you may have. Feel free to send us an email and let us know how we 
can help. Reach us easily via email at registry@NGCcoin.com. 

If you're not familiar with the NGC Registry, take some time to explore it and see 
the many collecting options that are available. It is completely complimentary. If 
you have any questions, you may also click below for our help page: 

NGC COLLECTION MANAGER and REGISTRY HELP - Table of Contents 
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NGC Accepting Submissions at 
Whitman Baltimore Expo 

Posted on 6/17/2017 


NGC will be accepting regular submissions for all service levels* at the Whitman 
Summer Expo, at the Baltimore Convention Center from Thursday, June 22 
through 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 24, 2017. Check with show staff for cut-off 
time. Cut-off time may change due to submission volumes. All submissions 
will be sent to our office in Sarasota, FL. Services include World Services, Ancient 
Coin Services, Bulk, PHOTO PROOF® and more. 

Special Note: 

• Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept submissions of 
the following coins at this show for regular service submissions to be 
returned to the NGC offices: coins for First/Early Releases designations, 
coins NGC requires submitted in original Mint sealed packing, coins over 
3.5" (90 mm) in diameter and .39" (10 mm) in depth. Coin & Chronicles sets. 
Coin & Currency sets, March of Dimes 3-coin set. West Point 2-coin set, 

San Francisco 2-coin Proof set, 30th Anniversary Eagles, 25th Anniversary 
Eagles, 20th Anniversary Eagles, American Liberty Series and 10th 
Anniversary Platinum Sets. These submissions must be sent directly to 
Sarasota, FL, by the submitter. 

*Does not include 5-ounce coins. 


Questions should be directed to NGC customer service at service@NGCcoin.com 
or 1-800-NGC-COIN (642-2646). 

Visit our table for answers to any questions about the services offered by NGC. 
Please remember that NGC does not provide opinions or free evaluations of coins 
at trade shows. 




NGC is the official grading service of the ANA and PNG. 
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NGC at Summer FUN 


Posted on 6/7/2017 

Drop off your NGC submissions at the Summer FUN Show in Orlando. 

NGC will offer grading and encapsulation of US coins* at the FUN Show, in 
Orlando, Florida for submissions received on Thursday, July 6. Coins will be 
returned on Friday at 6:00 p.m. Regular submissions will be accepted until 
12:00 p.m. on Saturday, July 8. Cut off times may change due to submission 
volumes. 


NGC's Evaluation Tier 

is available for all on-site grading submissions of US coins! 

Click here for details. 

All coins certified or reholdered by NGC at shows receive the Scratch-Resistant 
EdgeView® Holder. 

Thursday Grading Services include : 


Gold Special $40 per coin 

Gold coins valued at $3,000 or less (10-coin minimum). 


Value WalkThrough 

$65 per coin 

Coins valued at $3,000 or less. 



WalkThrough 

$100 per coin 

Coins valued at less than $100,000. 



Expedite WalkThrough $200 per coin 

Four-hour turnaround, coins valued at less than $100,000. 



$100 +1% NGC 

Unlimited WalkThrough 

Price Guide per 


coin 

Four-hour turnaround, coins valued at $100,000 or more. 














Show ReHolder $15 per coin 

A coin in a scratched, chipped or older-generation NGC holder is placed in a 
new Scratch-Resistant EdgeView Holder. 


NCS Crossover 

$10 per coin 

A coin in an NCS holder is NGC Details Graded. 



Evaluation Tier 

On-site Submissions at the FUN Show 

(NGC or PCGS Holdered Coins only) 



$65 per coin +1% 

Value WalkThrough 

NGC Price Guide 


if coin upgrades 

Coins valued at less than $3,000. 


WalkThrough 


$100 per coin 
+1% NGC Price 
Guide if coin 
upgrades 


Coins valued at $3,001 to $100,000. 


$200 per coin 
+1% NGC Price 
Guide if coin 
upgrades 

Four-hour turnaround, coins valued at $100,001 to $200,000. 


Unlimited WalkThrough 


Questions should be directed to NGC customer service at service@NGCcoin.com 
or 1-800-NGC-COIN (642-2646). 

Most coins submitted for on-site grading are returned within 24 to 48 hours, 
except for expedited services, which are completed within four hours. 

NGC Show Representatives will also be accepting submissions for all service 
levels to be sent to our office in Sarasota, FL. These include World services. 
Ancient Coin services. Early Bird, Economy, Bulk, Special Designations, PHOTO 
PROOF® and more! 

Special Note: 

• Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept submissions of 
the following coins at this show for regular service submissions to be 
returned to the NGC offices: coins for First/Early Releases designations, 
coins NGC requires submitted in original Mint sealed packaging, coins over 
3.5" (90 mm) in diameter and .39" (10 mm) in depth. Coin & Chronicles sets. 









Coin & Currency sets, March of Dimes 3-coin set, West Point 2-coin set, 

San Francisco 2-coin Proof set, 30th Anniversary Eagles, 25th Anniversary 
Eagles, 20th Anniversary Eagles, American Liberty Series and 10th 
Anniversary Platinum Sets. These submissions must be sent directly to 
Sarasota, FL, by the submitter. 

• The $5 Crossover special does not apply for on-site grading. 

Visit our table for answers to any questions about the services offered by NGC. 
Please remember that NGC does not provide opinions or free evaluations of coins 
at trade shows. 

*Does not include 5-ounce coins. 

NGC is the official grading service of the ANA and PNG. 
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NGC Ancients: Prefects and 
Procurators of Judaea 


Posted on 6/13/2017 

Coins of the Judaean prefects and procurators are relatively plentiful, making sets 
fairly easy to assemble. 

Among the most collectible of all Judaean coins are small bronzes issued by the 
local Roman authorities on behalf of the emperors in Rome. These prutot (prutah 
for singular) bear a variety of designs and constitute a distinct series that can be 
completed by collectors of most every means. 



A prutah of Coponius from the time of the Roman census in Judaea 


In A.D. 6 Rome’s first emperor, Augustus (27 B.C. to A.D. 14), had his governor of 
Syria, Publius Sulpicius Quirinius, conduct a census in the newly-established 
Roman province of Judaea. While this action served the administrative interests of 
Rome, it met resistance and resentment from the locals. 

Even so, the census was taken and Judaea became just another province of the 
Roman Empire. Judaea’s governor initially was called a prefect, though later, 
starting the Emperor Claudius (A.D. 41 to 54), he was referred to as a procurator. 








A prutah of Pontius Pilate 


During the first 60 years of the Province of Judaea (except A.D. 41 to 44, when 
Agrippa I was King) thirteen men served as prefect or procurator. They were: 

Coponius (A.D. 6 to 9) 

Marcus Ambibulus (A.D. 9 to 12) 

Annius Rufus (A.D. 12 to 15) 

Valerius Gratus (A.D. 15 to 26) 

Pontius Pilate (A.D. 26 to 36) 

Marullus (A.D. 37 to 41) 

Cuspius Dadus (A.D. 44 to 46) 

Tiberius Alexander (A.D. 46 to 48) 

Ventidius Cumanus (A.D. 48 to 54) 

Antonius Felix (A.D. 52 to 60) 

Porcius Festus (A.D. 60 to 62) 

Albinus (A.D. 62 to 64) 

Gessius Florus (A.D. 64 to 66) 

Six of these men - Coponius, Ambibulus, Gratus, Pilate, Felix and Festus - 
issued coins before the era of the Judaean prefect and procurator came to a 
sudden end in A.D. 66 with the outbreak of the Jewish War (A.D. 66 to 70). 



A prutah of Valerius Gratus 


Unlike most other Roman provincial issues, which typically feature a portrait of a 
member of the ruling family (and often the name of the local governor or a 
magistrate), the coins of the Judaean prefects and procurators issues have no 
imperial portraits and do not bear the names of the local governor. 

Thankfully, it’s easy to determine when these prutot were struck because they 
bear their year of issue expressed as a ‘regnal year’ of the ruling emperor, whose 
reign is identified by an accompanying inscription. 



A prutah of Valerius Gratus 


Today, coins of the prefects and procurators are relatively plentiful, and they can 
be found in acceptable condition at modest prices. A short set of six coins (one of 
each procurator) is easy to assemble, and a set with every design type, 
comprising thirteen coins, is not difficult to build. More advanced collectors, 
however, will find it challenging to acquire the many varieties and ‘irregular’ issues 
in this series. 

Now, let’s look at the coins with fair warning that scholars sometimes have 
expressed different opinions about which sides constitute the obverse and the 
reverse. 

Coponius (A.D. 6 to 9). All of this prefect’s coins feature an ear of grain and the 
inscription KAIPOC on the obverse and a palm tree on the reverse. These were 
issued only in year 36 (A.D. 5 to 6) of the Emperor Augustus. 


A prutah of Marcus Ambibulus 


Marcus Ambibulus (A.D. 9 to 12). Ambibulus copied the grain ear/palm tree 
types of his predecessor Coponius. His prutot are distinguishable, though, 
because they were issued in years 39 (A.D. 8 to 9), 40 (A.D. 9 to 10) and 41 (A.D. 
10 to 11) of Augustus. 



A prutah of Valerius Gratus 


Valerius Gratus (A.D. 15 to 26). The issues of this prefect were the most varied 
of all, with seven distinct types being introduced within a three-year period. 

In year 2 (A.D. 15 to 16) of the Emperor Tiberius (A.D. 14 to 37), two new types 
were introduced. The first features KAICAP in two lines within a wreath on the 
obverse and TIB and crossed cornucopias on the reverse. The second type of the 
year has lOYAIA in two lines within a wreath on the obverse and a palm branch 
on the reverse. The first of these coins references Tiberius, the second names his 
mother Livia (Julia Augusta). 



A prutah of Valerius Gratus 




A prutah of Valerius Gratus 


In year 3 (A.D. 16 to 17) of Tiberius two other new types were introduced. The first 
has KAICAP in two lines within a wreath on the obverse while the reverse has the 
inscription TIBERIOY above a caduceus flanked by crossed cornucopias. The 
second type has lOYAIA in two lines within a wreath on the obverse and three 
lilies on the reverse. 



A prutah of Valerius Gratus 




A prutah of Valerius Gratus 


Finally, year 4 (A.D. 17 to 18) of Tiberius saw three new types introduced. The first 
features a vine leaf with a grape cluster and lOYAIA on the obverse, while the 
reverse has an amphora. The second type has a vine with a single leaf and 
TIBERIOY on the obverse, and on the reverse an amphora and KAICAP. The final 
type of the year has TIB KAICAP in three lines within a wreath on the obverse, 
and a palm branch and lOYAIAon the reverse. This last type was also used in 
years 5 (A.D. 18 to 19) and 11 (A.D. 24 to 25) of Tiberius. 



A prutah of Pontius Pilate 


Pontius Pilate (A.D. 26 to 36). The prutot of this prefect - well-known for his 
association with the crucifixion of Jesus - are the most eagerly sought. There are 
two distinct types. The first, dated year 16 (A.D. 29 to 30) of Tiberius, has lOYAIA 
KAICAPOC and three grain ears on the obverse, and on its reverse TIBERIOY 
KAICAPOC and a simpulum (priest’s ladle). 

Pilate’s second type, dated to years 17 (A.D. 30 to 31) and 18 (A.D. 31 to 32) of 
Tiberius, has on the obverse TIBERIOY KAICAPOC and a lituus (augurs’ wand), 
and on the reverse the date within a wreath. There are many varieties of these 
with retrograde letters, barbarous styles (and even some hybrid issues), some of 
which command strong premiums. 



A prutah of Antonius Felix 



A prutah of Antonius Felix 


Antonius Felix (A.D. 52 to 60). This procurator had two distinct types struck 
under the Emperor Claudius (A.D. 41 to 54). His first issue was dated to Claudius’ 
14th year (A.D. 54). Its obverse has Tl KLAYDIOC KAICAP GERM and two 
crossed palm branches, and its reverse has lOYAIA AGRIPPINA in four lines 
within a wreath. 

In this case the obverse names the emperor and the reverse his wife Agrippina 
Junior (Julia Agrippina). Felix’s second issue, also struck in year 14 of Claudius, is 
dedicated to the imperial heirs, Nero and Britannicus. Nero was Claudius’ adopted 
son (who would succeed him as emperor), and Britannicus was his natural son, 
who soon would perish in a dynastic struggle. 

The second issue has on its obverse NEPW KLAY KAICAP around crossed 
shields and spears, while the reverse has BPIT KAI and a palm tree. Just as with 
Pontius Pilate, there are hybrid issues and crude irregular issues of Antonius 
Felix’s coins. 



A prutah of Porcius Festus 


Porcius Festus (A.D. 60 to 62). Being the last of the Judaean procurators to 
issue coins, Festus had just one type, which he struck in year 5 (A.D. 58 to 59) of 
the Emperor Nero (A.D. 54 to 68). The obverse has NEPWNOC in three lines 
within a wreath, and the reverse has KAICAPOC and a palm branch. Collectively, 
these two inscriptions refer to the Emperor Nero. 

Interested in reading more articles on Ancient coins? Click here 

Images courtesy of Classical Numismatic Group. 
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Counterfeit Detection: Australia 
1944 Florin Die Cap 


Posted on 6/13/2017 

The sharply defined reverse reveals this florin die cap to be counterfeit. 

Every week, NGC receives numerous counterfeit and altered coins, from 1893-S 
Morgan Dollars with added “S” mintmarks to fake Chinese “Junk” Dollar. The 
quality and type of these spurious coins is incredibly diverse and, as a result, it is 
rare that NGC ‘s graders are truly surprised by a counterfeit. Once in a while, 
however, something really unusual is submitted. 



Australia 1944 Florin received by NGC 
Click images to enlarge. 


As seen in the image above, this Australia 1944 Florin resembles a bottlecap. 
This unusual shape occurs when a coin sticks to a die and is then repeatedly 
struck onto the planchets that are subsequently loaded. As it continues to be 
struck, the coin started to wrap around the die. Numismatists call this mint error a 


die cap. 



Die caps are quite popular among error coin enthusiasts. This one, however, 
turned out to be a regular Australia 1944 Florin that had been intentionally 
damaged to resemble a die cap error. 



This Australia 1944 Florin has been damaged to resemble a mint error 

Click images to enlarge. 


There are a few issues that led NGC’s graders to determine that this die cap was 
spurious. Most notable are the tiny scratches around the edge of the coin. These 
are tool marks that were left behind by the counterfeit’s attempts to bend this coin 
and make it appear to be an error. 



Tool marks left by the counterfeiter are easily seen on the edge of the coin. 

Click images to enlarge. 


In addition to the tool marks, the reverse of this coin is inconsistent with the 
reverse on legitimate die caps. On a genuine die cap, the reverse would be 
flattened and distorted because this error occurs when an already-struck coin is 
repeatedly struck onto subsequently planchets. The reverse of this florin, 
however, is sharply defined and properly proportioned. This is a dead giveaway 
that this piece is not an authentic die cap. 









Lack of metal flow is evident on the edge of the fake 1944 Australia Florin die cap 

Click images to enlarge. 


Lastly, the design elements on a genuine die cap would go all the way to the rim 
of the coin, becoming stretched in the periphery as the coin wraps around the die. 
On this coin the details simply stop before the rim. 

This coin illustrates the fact that virtually anything can—and will—be targeted by a 
counterfeiter at some point. To avoid getting swindled, it is very important to be 
familiar with authentic pieces and, for mint errors in particularly, the minting 
process. If in doubt, consider coins graded and encapsulated by NGC—they are 
guaranteed to be genuine. 

Interested in reading more Counterfeit Detection articles? Click here. 
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USA Coin Album: A Memorial 
to the Memorial Cent— 
Conclusion 


Posted on 6/13/2017 

Certified grading kicks things into high gear. 

Collectors have a 
sentimental attachment to 
the old Wheat Ear cents of 
1909-58, but no such 
affection is felt for the 
Memorial cents. Of course, 
they are collectable, but 
the primary interest seems 
to be in the very highest grades, where participants in the online coin registries 
maintained by the two major grading services compete for a top scoring position. 
A coin that may be purchased by the hundreds grading Mint State 65 RD (red) 
might bring some nominal price that barely merits the cost of having it graded, yet 
the same issue certified as MS 67 RD is worth many multiples of that figure. For 
example, as this is written the NGC Price Guide value of a 1964-D cent jumps 
from $15 in MS 65 RD to $1500 in MS 67 RD! NGC's Census Report currently 
shows 8 pieces certified in the higher grade, and that represents quite a score for 
persons who likely pulled these coins from original rolls of 1964-D cents. 



The hoarding of recent cents by the roll of 50 coins or even the mint-sealed bag of 
5000 pieces was at its height in the early 1960s, and there are still many such 
rolls lying idle in old collections. This activity had reached such a frenzy by 1964 
that speculators were taking out bank loans to buy massive quantities of BU 
(Brilliant Uncirculated) cents through half dollars as soon as they were minted and 
shipped. When this market began to tumble later that year and collapsed almost 
completely during 1965-67, thousands of people were left quite literally holding 
























the bag. As anyone who has tried to assemble a gem set of Lincoln Memorial 
cents will attest, the vast majority of surviving Mint State examples, though they 
may be fully red, are rather spotted and even stained. The value of such pieces is 
negligible, and raw examples may be found in many a dealer's junk box priced at 
25 cents, this figure being nothing more than a handling charge. 

The BU roll craze of the 1960s has been replaced with a new mania—the "registry 
set grade." Not too long ago I would have laughed at the notion of any Lincoln 
Memorial cent other than a popular variety being listed singly and illustrated in an 
auction catalog, yet this is the new reality. "Top-pop" examples of otherwise 
extremely common coins draw very fierce competition among those who want the 
ultimate rank in online registries and must buy their way to it. While the paying of 
large premiums for the finest examples of a coin is nothing new, what has 
changed is the great disparity in prices within an ever-narrowing range of grades. 
A Classic Head cent of 1808-14 grading MS 67 is indeed a wonder coin, and 
that's true largely because there are so few grading even MS 65. In the case of 
Lincoln Memorial cents, however, MS 65 RD coins are plentiful, and it's harder to 
understand why the value jumps in such huge increments over just two grades. 
This is a bit reminiscent of the 1960s roll craze, though it will likely have a stronger 
foundation in the long run. 

When my book The Complete Guide to Lincoln Cents was published in 1996, 
there were very few Lincoln Memorial cents being submitted to grading services. 
They simply weren't worth enough to justify the expense, and collectors were not 
yet ready to pay huge premiums for top grades. When describing each Lincoln 
Memorial cent in my book, I typically noted that it was readily available in gem 
condition. Collectors reading my book today sometimes ask how I could say such 
a thing, since so many issues are rare in the highest grades. I have to explain that 
no one was considering grades above MS 65 RD at that time, as no market then 
existed for them and so few dates were worth enough to have graded at the 
regular fees. The introduction of bulk grading, where large quantities of such coins 
could be submitted with instructions to certify only those pieces achieving a 
specified minimum grade, arrived right about the time my book was printed. This 
lowered the cost enough to make a market in modern coins, and the debut of 
certified registries came shortly afterward. 

My own two collections of Lincoln Memorial cents are entirely uncertified, and I 
doubt that any of the pieces would attract the interest of registry collectors. I have 
my original set in an old coin album, the last page of which ends at the year 2000. 

I have another, nicer set that is stored in plastic tubes. I use these coins for study 
and photographing from time to time, but this collection ends at 1998, the last year 



I purchased the Mint's annual Uncirculated Set. 


David W. Lange's column, “USA Coin Album,” appears monthly in The 
Numismatist, the official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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Chinese Coins: On The Wild 
Side 


Posted by Peter Anthony on 6/13/2017 

Many Chinese coins and medais ceiebrate the country's wiidiife, inciuding the 
2000 Hoopoe bird coins. 

“Would you like to go take photos of birds?” It is Mr. Qin, a friend in the coin 
business, calling. Despite a long day out in the Shenyang sun my “Yes” is 
immediate. Mr. Qin is not only an expert on Chinese coins, he is also an expert 
photographer of birds. It is the first time he has invited me to join him. Forty-five 
minutes later a taxi drops me off near Wulihe Park. 

Wulihe Park hugs 9 miles of the Hun River shoreline in Shenyang, China. The 
wide river drifts lazily by as people fish among patches of reeds, joggers huff and 
puff through a 10K course and children scamper up and down the wide lawns. 
Where the Sanhao Bridge rises above the park, a large section of farmland is set 
aside for open space. Mr. Qin meets me there. We immediately set off along a dirt 
path and soon spy a big, tumbledown tree in the field up ahead. 

The tree is not what grabs my attention. Rather, it is the crowd 50 yards away 
from it. This throng is split into two groups, but both are focused on a single point: 
a narrow gash in the side of the tree trunk. Inside this hollow live seven young 
Hoopoe birds. Every few minutes an adult bird glides in, hovers for a moment as it 
shoves an insect down an open young beak and flits off to gather more food. In 
those moments a sort of fluttering sound fills the field, but it isn’t from the birds. It 
is the whirr from dozens of motorized shutters; tche, tche, tche, tche, tche. 

Most people are dressed in camouflage outfits (bright colors scare the birds they 
inform the newcomer in a powder blue shirt). Others must have rushed over from 
their jobs and are still dressed for the office. It is May and tender young shoots 
poke up from the ground, so everyone clusters along narrow paths to avoid 
trampling the farmer’s crop. 



Around a hundred nature lovers in Shenyang, China watch and photograph a Hoopoe bird 
deliver food to its young. The Hoopoe bird appears on a pair of Chinese coins struck in 2000. 


The mood is cheerful. I am warmly welcomed and someone immediately offers 
me a seat. Nearly everybody is equipped with a sturdy tripod that supports a 
camera with a lens the size of a small cannon (or is that a Canon?) attached to it. 
Like all wildlife photographers, they may need to wait for hours to capture a 
memorable image. 

Hoopoes are native to China as well as many other areas of Asia, Europe and 
Africa. They are notable for the distinctive crown of feathers on their head. Their 
wings are decorated with handsome black and white stripes. Hoopoes are useful, 
as well as beautiful, for they devour many pesky insects. 

In 2000, China issued a pair of coins with a Hoopoe bird as the subject. There is a 
25 Yuan 1/4 oz. gold with a mintage of 8,800 and a 10 Yuan 1 oz. silver with 
10,000 minted. Both coins are colorized. The bird sits on a branch among 
blossoms set against a blank mirrored field. For collectors the silver version is not 
easy to find in NGC Proof 69; only 20 out of 71 graded coins achieved this grade, 
a low percentage compared to many other issues. 

These coins are not well-known. It intrigues me that more people in Shenyang 
have come to photograph a family of Hoopoe birds than the number of graded 
silver Hoopoe coins. 


A recent Chinese medal portrays two prominent, endangered wildlife species: 
the Giant Panda and the Siberian Tiger. 


The 2000 Hoopoe bird coins are only a couple of the many Chinese coins and 
medals that celebrate the country’s wildlife. A recent medal is the product of an 
unusual collaboration between two of the country’s mints: Chengdu and 
Shenyang. One face of this 80 mm diameter brass medal features a Panda. 
Appropriately, this was designed at the Chengdu Mint in Sichuan Province, the 
home turf of Pandas. On the other face is a Siberian Tiger, designed by well- 
known Shenyang Mint artist Liao Bo. Shenyang, in northern China, is part of the 
range that this animal once roamed. The mintage is 800. 

China’s numismatic products offer many chances to explore its natural beauty, as 
well as its cultural traditions. The rewards can be great and opportunity calls. 

Peter Anthony is an expert on Chinese modern coins with a particular focus on 
Panda coins. He is an analyst for the NGC Chinese Modern Coin Price Guide as 
well as a consultant on Chinese modern coins. 
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From the NGC Archives: 1831 
Capped Bust Half Dollar 

Posted on 6/13/2017 

Along with the large copper cents, silver half dollars comprised the principal 
output of the Philadelphia Mint during the first four decades of the 19th century. 

Many of the half dollars, however, were destined to reside unused within bank 
vaults, as they served to provide a partial backing for the more widely- 
disseminated banknotes. United States silver coins were just beginning to achieve 
broad circulation when this example was coined in 1831. 



Click images to enlarge. 


TA superbly preserved gem, this coin represents an R3 variety, slightly scarcer 
than its peers but not rare in absolute terms. This glorious specimen may be, 
however, the finest known of its variety, as the 1990 condition census in Overton's 
book recorded a high grade of MS-65. Though its dies reveal some wear at their 
peripheries, this splendid coin was otherwise quite sharply struck. It presents rich 
and frosty luster, overlaid with sumptuous toning in a variety of subtle colors 


Are you interested in learning more about these coins? Click here to visit the NGC 
Coin Explorer and read on. 
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NCS Conservation 


Posted on 6/13/2017 

NCS coin conservation highlights. 

Numismatic Conservation Services (NCS) uses a variety of proprietary techniques 
to remove harmful surface contaminants, stabilize and protect a coin's surfaces 
and, in may cases, improve a coin's eye appeal. After coins are conserved by 
NCS they are seamlessly transferred to Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC), 
an independent affiliate of NCS, for grading and encapsulation. 

Below are a few highlights of coins that were conserved by NCS and graded by 
NGC last month. 

This Costa Rica 1970 Gold Commemorative Proof 500 Colones issued in honor of 
100 years of public education was submitted to NCS with thick hazy residues 
hiding the mirrored fields and some significant discoloration on the devices. Both 
ailments were alleviated without damaging the original surface of the coin. It 
should be noted that this is a sizeable coin with a 55 mm diameter. 



Costa Rica 1970 Gold Commemorative Proof 500 Colones 
Before conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 





Costa Rica 1970 Gold Commemorative Proof 500 Colones 
After conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 


This China 1980 Silver Conrimemorative Proof 30 Yuan issued in honor of that 
year's Olympic games was in need of conservation to remove an overall yellow 
tinge and a buildup of white residue particularly around the football players. 
Removal of the offending residues was accomplished without damage to the 
surfaces underneath. This particular example is free from some of the typical 
damage due to long periods of poor storage common on older modern 
commemoratives. 



China 1980 Silver Commemorative Proof 30 Yuan 
Before conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 






China 1980 Silver Commemorative Proof 30 Yuan 
After conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 


This France 1954 100 Francs Essai Piefort came to NCS in need of help. Many 
years in poor storage caused an opaque residue to form over the surfaces in a 
very mottled fashion. An essai piefort is a specially produced coin, in this case of 
a circulation type, on an extra thick planchet specifically for collectors or 
presentation purposes. Removal of the thick residues on this coin revealed the 
original mirrored fields and the beauty of this French coin. 



France 1954 100 Francs Essai Piefort 
Before conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 










France 1954 100 Francs Essai Piefort 
After conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 


For more information about NCS, visit www.NGCcoin.com/NCS. 
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